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Key Vocabulary

Sun A huge star that Earth and the other planets in our solar system orbit around.

star A giant ball of gas held together by its own gravity.

moon A natural satellite which orbits Earth or other planets.

planet A large object, round or nearly round, that orbits a star.

sphere A round 3D shape in the shape of a ball.

spherical 

bodies

Astronomical objects shaped like spheres.

orbit To move in a regular, repeating curved path around another object.

rotate To spin. E.g. Earth rotates on its own axis.

axis An imaginary line that a body rotates around. E.g. Earth’s axis (imaginary

line) runs from the North Pole to the South Pole.

astronomer Someone who studies or is an expert in astronomy (space science).

satellite Any object or body in space that orbits something else, for example: the

Moon is a satellite of Earth.

Scientist:
In 2006, Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf 
planet and Neil was a big part of making 
this decision. He works as a planetary 
scientist (studying planets) and actually
thinks we shouldn’t use the name ‘planets’ 
but instead group them according to their 
type, such as gas giant, ice giant and
terrestrial planet. 
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